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History of ODRL
• 2000-2011 ODRL Initiative 

• ODRL Version 0.5 to 1.1 

• W3C DRM Workshop (Jan 2001) 
• https://www.w3.org/2000/12/drm-ws/ 

• W3C NOTE ODRL V1.1 (Sept 2002) 
• http://www.w3.org/TR/odrl/ 

• ODRL Profiles 
• Creative Commons, Service-Oriented Computing 
• Dublin Core, Geospatial (Closed) 

• Adopted by Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) - Part of DRM in Mobile handsets 

• ODRL V2 Requirements and Early Drafts of Version 2.0 

• Ten international ODRL workshops 

• Website (odrl.net) archive 
• https://www.w3.org/2012/09/odrl/archive/odrl.net/



Context of RELs
• Rights Expression Languages (Circa 2000) 

• XrML (ContentGuard) 
• ODRL (Open group) 

• Standardisation 

• MPEG-21 Part 5/6 & 20/21 

• IEEE/IMS Learning Content 

• OASIS 

• Open eBook Forum 

• OMA 

• Editeur ONIX Books 

• PRISM 

• PLUS Photo 

• Creative Commons (ccREL)



History of ODRL
• 2012- 

• W3C ODRL Community Group 
• https://www.w3.org/community/odrl/  
• 53 Participants 

• Version 2.0 and 2.1 
• JSON and Ontology encodings 

• Linked Data Profile (draft) 

• RightML Profile (International Press Telecommunications Council) 
• http://rightsml.org 
• Legal review of all V2.1 terms 

• Implementations (10+) 
• https://www.w3.org/community/odrl/implementations/ 

• Proposed to become a W3C WG…



W3C WG
• 2016-2017 

• W3C Permissions & Obligations Expression WG 
• https://www.w3.org/2016/poe/ 
• 22 Members + 3 Invited Experts 

• Chairs 
• Renato Iannella, Monograph 
• Ben Whittam Smith, Thomson Reuters 

• Team Contact 
• Phil Archer, supported by the BigDataEurope project 



POE WG Scope
• ODRL Community Group Specifications are the baseline for the TRs 

• We will source additional Use Cases of the wider communities and industry 
• EU Projects 
• PLUS Photo metadata 
• Idealliance/PRISM 
• IEEE 1599 
•  W3C Linked Data For Language Technology CG 
• etc… 

• NOT in scope 

• Access control mechanisms 

• Digital rights management 

• Complete Rule language for combining statements 

• Enforcement mechanisms 

• Legal jurisdiction issues



Deliverables
ODRL Information Model
http://w3c.github.io/poe/model/

POE UCR NOTE
http://w3c.github.io/poe/ucr/

ODRL Vocabulary & 
Expression 

http://w3c.github.io/poe/vocab/}



Potential new NOTES
• Common Licenses/Mappings 

• How to map ODRL to common licenses 

• ODRL "Best Practices" Guide 
• Examples and Implementor notes 

• ODRL Linked Data Profile 
• Exemplar profile



New Use Cases
• https://www.w3.org/TR/poe-ucr/ 

• Support for: 
• Linked Datasets 
• Delegate Rights 
• Groups of Policies 
• Party roles 
• Policy Templates 
• Policy-level Duties 
• Policy Provenance properties 
• Complex Temporal Constraints (relative time) 
• Rules for extended relations (XOR, OR, AND) 
• Group/collections of Assets and Parties 
• New Policy Types (eg assertion) 
• Constraint on all parts of the model (eg parties) 
• etc…



ODRL Information Model



ODRL Vocabulary



ODRL Vocabulary



ODRL Expression



ODRL Expression



ODRL Expression



ODRL Profiles
• Profiles enable a community to apply additional 

constraints and express additional terms that meet their 
specific requirements 

• IPTC RightsML 
• Policy Type = Agreement 
• Smaller subset of Actions 
• Redefine some terms (narrower, more specific scope) 
• New Duties (eg removeFromService) 
• New Constraints (eg requestedActionsPerformed) 
• Vocab values (eg for odrl:purpose)



RightsML Implementations
• Associated Press - Image 

Archive API 
• https://developer.ap.org/

ap-content-api

http://www.slideshare.net/smyles/iptcap-rights-api201506stuartmyles



ODRL Implementations - Flatirons DAM

http://www.flatironssolutions.com/



RightsPro - Media store

http://rightspro.com/

ODRL + PLUS



OMA Profile
1Billion+ Handsets

OMA ODRL 
Profile



Monegraph - ODRL on the BlockChain



Monegraph - ODRL on the BlockChain



Monegraph - ODRL on the BlockChain



TPAC Agenda
• Thursday/Friday 

• https://www.w3.org/2016/poe/wiki/Meetings:TPAC2016 

• Discuss new Use Cases 

• Ratify Requirements 

• Commence Design changes for 
• ODRL Information Model 
• ODRL Vocabulary 
• ODRL (3) Encodings 

• Populate GitHub Issues 

• Plan new NOTES 

• Release next WDs by mid December 2016


